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Educational Leadership, Ed.D. 

¢ Return co: College of Educat ion Departments, Schoo l and Degree Prog rams 

T his doctoral prog ram is a col laborative program offered joi ntly by the Unive rsity of Lo ui siana at 

Lafayeue a nd Southeastern Lou isiana University. Students are expected co concent rate their work in 

several areas includ ing educational leadership (management and instructional), educational resear ch, 
and a specialty area. 

T he K- 12 Concentration is des igned to produce educational leader s wi th the knowledge and sk ills to 

enhance the leadership capacity in K- 12 school systems, as w el l as state and federal educational 

departments. The concent ratio n is not designed to lead toward s init ial Administrative Certificatio n for 

the State of Lou isiana. Students who do not have a master's degree in school ad mi nistration or the 

equivalent, may be required to complete th ree to nine ho urs of cou rsework in educatio nal 

administraeio n. 

T he Hig her Education Concentration is offered to ind ividuals inter ested in leader ship posi tions in 

higher education. Students are expected to specialize thei r wo rk in areas of leadership, policy, 
management, and educat ional research. T he concentrat io n i s designed to produce educational leaders 

with the knowledge and sk ills to enhance the leadership capacity in h ig he r education. T he concentration 

is offered in an Executive Format w ith Friday evening and Saturday face- to- face classes four t imes each 

semester supported by o n line activit ies. In add it ion, special leadership seminars are offered each 

intersession . Students are required to have a maste r' s degree prior to entering the h ig her educatio n 

concentration. 

T he Curr iculum Leadership Concentration i s intended to give K- 1 2 educational leaders the know ledge 

and ski lls they need to provide effective instructio nal leadersh ip. This concentration is designed to 

add ress the growing emphasis o n the need for modes of teaching and learning to support pedagogy for 

d iverse po pulat ions. 

T he Except ional Leamer Concentration is desig ned to give leaders the know ledge and ski l ls they 
require to provide effective admini strative support for spec ial and g ifted education teacher s. Many poi nt 

to poor administrative support as a reason for special ed ucation teachers leaving t he profession during 

the first three years of employment. This concentrat io n is intended to g ive admini strators a better 

understanding of the need s of special and g ifted education and the kind of adm in istrative support they 

require to be effective. 

Admission 

In add it ion to the general admission req uirements of the Graduate School, regular admission to the 

doctoral program in Ed ucational Leadership requires that applicants also possess a master's d egree 

from an accredited un iver si ty and show ev id ence of readiness for the program by provid ing a 

p rofessional resume, and a formal letter of application addressing the questions: (a) What is your 

p ur pose for j oining the doctoral p rogram? (b) What are your career goals both short and long term? 
(c) How do you believe the doctor al progr am will help you in the performance of your profess ional 

duties and responsib i li t ies? (d) Wh at specific qualities and characteristics do yo u bring to the doctoral 

p rogram7 (e) How would your pe rsonal and professio nal env iro nments be supportive in your q uest for 

the doctoral degree? 

Graduate Assistantships 

Graduate Assistant posi t ions are avai lable for qual ified students. A student must be in regular 

ad mission status and schedule nine (9) o r more hours appl icable to the degree to be elig ible. Contact 

the program coordinator for more informat ion. 

Dee:ree Reauirements 



Prerequisites 

A g raduate level course in statistics or its equivalent is required before taki ng EDLD 802 

Quanti tat ive Methods in Educat io nal Leadership. 

General Requirements 

To earn the Doctor of Education in Educational Leader ship, the student must co mplete 60+ hours 

of coursework beyond t he master's degree, organized as l isted below. The Ed .D . in Educat ional 

Leadership provides an oppo rtunity for the student to specialize in a content area with the 
approval of t he Faculty Advisor and Graduate Coordinator. The student must complete all 

requirements wi thin six calendar years beginning w ith the first semeste r after successfu l ly 
defending the qualifying paper. 

Required Research Core (15 credit hours) 

The fol lowing l 5 credi t hours of research core co ursework is required of all students 

complet ing the Ed .D. program in Educat ional Leadersh ip . 

• EDLD 800 - Introduction to Research Design in Educati on al Leadership 3 Credit (s). 

• EDLD 801 - Wri t ing for Research in Educational Leadersh ip 3 Cred i t (s). 

• EDLD 802 - Quant i tative Methods in Ed ucat io nal Leadership 3 Credit (s). 

• EDLD 803 - Qualitative Methods in Ed ucat io nal Lead ership 3 Cred it (s). 

• EDLD 880 - Research Practicum in Educat ional Leader ship 3 Credit(s) . 

Require d Doctoral Dissertation Seminars ( 6 + credit hours) 

The fol lowing 6 credit hours of d issertation- related coursework is requir ed of all students 
complet ing the Ed .D. prog ram in Educational Leadership. 

• EDLD 900 - Doctoral Dissertat ion Seminar I. 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 999 - Dissertat io n Research and Dissertation 3- 24 Credit(s). 

Concentrations 

In addit io n to completion o f the required research core courses and t he dissertation 

coursework identi f ied above, each student must select one of the following co ncentratio ns and 

complete the leader ship and special ization coursewor k as ident if ied below for each. 

K-12 Concentratio n 

Education al Leadership Core 

30- 33 credi t hours, to be selected from the fol lowing courses· 

• EDLD 810 - Leadership Theory and Practice 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 8 11 - Ed ucat io nal Management 3 Cr edit(s). 

• EDLD 812 - Supervi sio n in Ed ucat io nal Settings 3 Cr edit(s). 

• EDLD 820 - Legal Issues and Ethics in Educational Organizat ion s 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 821 - Polit ics and Community Relations 3 Credit (s). 

• EDLD 822 - Policy Development and Analysis 3 Credit (s). 

• EDLD 823 - Fid uciary Management of Educat ional Organizat io ns 3 Cr edi t(s). 

• EDLD 830 - Foundat ions o f Curr iculum Theory and Desig n 3 Credit(s) . 

• EDLD 831 - Crit ical Analysis of Current Research On Effective Educat ional Practice 3 

Credit (s). 

• EDLD 832 - Ed ucat io nal Evaluat io n 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 840 - Change Theory 3 Cr edi t (s). 

• EDLD 841 - Organizatio nal Develo pment for Learning Communit ies 3 Cred it(s) . 

• EDLD 842 - Culture, Climate and Change Leadership 3 Cred i t (s). 

• EDLD 843 - School District Centr al Office Adm inistrat ion: Organizatio n, St ructure 

and Function 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 846 - K- 12 Virtual Schoo ls 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 847 - Philo sop hy of Ed ucational Leadership Sem inar 3 Cred it(s). 

• EDLD 848 - Race, Class, and Gender Issues in K- 12 Education 3 Credit (s). 

• EDLD 849 - History of West ern Education 3 Credit(s). 
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• IRED 812 - Lead ership in the Integr at ion of Emerg ing Techno logies 3 Credit (s). 

• EDLD 881 - Educational Leadership Intercession Seminar I 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 882 - Educat ional Leadership Intercession Seminar II 3 Cr edi t(s). 

• EDLD 883 - Educat ional Leadership Intercession Seminar Ill 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 8 71 - Special Topics in Instruct ional Lead er ship 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 875 - Special Topics in Educational Lead ership and Management 3 Credit(s). 

Specialization Coursework 

6 - 9 Credit Hours: 

T he student w ill complete 6 - 9 semeste r credit hours in a specialization area. The 

special ization area and the cour ses w ithin t he specialization area must be agreed to by 

the student, the Faculty Advisor , the Gr aduate Coordinator of the Doctoral Program, and 

the Dean of t he Graduate School. The student is res ponsible for scheduling the courses 

in the specializat ion area. Special ization areas include, but are not limited to, 

Educational Technology, Administration of Exceptionalities, Educational Leadership & 

Management, Instructional Leadership, Business, Communications, and Law. 

Hi gh er Edu cation Concentration 

Educational Leadership Core 

27 credit hour s, to be selected from t he fol lowing courses: 

• EDLD 850 - Leadership Theory and Pract ice in Higher Educat ion 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 851 - Administrat ion and Manag ement in Higher Educat ion 3 Credi t(s). 

• EDLD 852 - Stud ent Af fairs in Higher Educat ion 3 Credi t(s). 

• EDLD 8S3 - Governance and Legal Aspects of Higher Educat ion 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 854 - Pub lic Policy in Higher Educat ion 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 855 - Policy Development & Analysis in Higher Educat ion 3 Credi t(s). 

• EDLD 857 - Acad emic Af fair s in Higher Education 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 858 - Community College Administrat ion 3 Credi t(s). 

• EDLD 859 - Culture, Climate, and Change Leadership in Higher Educat ion 3 

Credic(s). 

• EDLD 860 - St rateg ic Planning and Hu man Resources in Higher Educat ion 3 

Credi t(s). 

• EDLD 861 - History and Phi losophy of Higher Education 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 862 - Planning and Evaluation in Higher Education 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 871 - Special Topics in Instructional Leadership 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 875 - Special Topics in Educational Lead ership and Management 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 881 - Educational Leadership Intercession Seminar I 3 Credi t(s). 

• EDLD 882 - Educat ional Leadership Intercession Seminar II 3 Cr edi t(s). 

• EDLD 883 - Educat ional Leadership Intercession Seminar Ill 3 Credit(s). 

Specialization Coursewor k 

6 - 9 Credit Hours: 

T he student w ill complete 6 - 9 semester credi t hours in courses within the educational 

leadership core or in approved cou rses outside Educational Foundations and Leadership 

in a specializat ion area. The specialization ar ea and t he courses w ithi n the special ization 
a rea m ust be agreed t o by the student, the Facu lty Advisor, the Graduate Coord inator of 

the Doctoral Program, and the Dean of the Graduale School. 

Curriculum Leadersh ip Concentration 

Educational Leadership Core 

27 credit hours, to be se lected from t he fol lowing courses: 

• EDLD 81 0 - Leadership Theory and Practice 3 Credit(s). * 
• EDCI 868 - Social Justice for Curriculum Lead er s 3 Credit(s). * 

• EDCI 874 - Survey of the Research on Learning Theories in K-1 2 Curriculum 3 
Credit(s). * 

• EDCI 885 - Cur rent Issues in K- 12 Curriculum Leadership 3 Credit(s). * 
• EDLD 811 - Educat ional Management 3 Cr edit(s). 

• EDLD 812 - Supervi sion in Educat ional Settings 3 Credit(s). 



• EDLD 820 - Legal Issues and Ethics in Educational Organization s 3 Credi t(s). 

• EDLD 821 - Polit ics and Community Relat ions 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 822 - Policy Development and Analysis 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 823 - Fiduciary Management of Educat ional Organizations 3 Credi t(s). 

• EDLD 840 - Change Theory 3 Cred i t(s). 

• EDLD 841 - Organizational Development for Learning Communities 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 842 - Culture, Climate and Change Leadership 3 Credi t(s). 

• EDLD 843 - School District Centr al Office Administration: Organizat ion, Strucmre 

and Funct ion 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 847 - Philo sophy of Educational Leadership Seminar 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 848 - Race, Class, and Gender Issues in K- 12 Education 3 Credit (s). 

• EDLD 871 - Special Topics in Instructional Leadership 3 Cred i t (s). 

• EDLD 875 - Special Topics in Educat ional Leadership and Management 3 Credit(s). 

• SPED 890 - Contemporary Issues in the Education of Except ional Learners 3 

Credit(s). "' 

or 

• SPED 891 - Supervision of Educat ional Services for Exceptional Learners 3 Credit(s). 

* Required for students pur suing t his concentration. 

Speci alization Coursewor k 

9 Credit Hours: 

• EDCI 852 - Research & Best Pract ices in Mathematics Curriculum l eadership 3 

Credit(s). 

• EDCI 854 - Research & Best Pract ices in English / Languag e Arts Curriculum 

Leadership 3 Credit(s). 

• EDCI 86 0 - Research & Best Pract ices in STEM Curriculum Lead er ship 3 Credit (s). 

Ei::ceptional Learner Concentration 

Educational Leadership Core 

27 credit hours, to be se lected from t he fol lowing cour ses: 

• EDLD 810 - Leadership Theory and Pract ice 3 Credit(s). * 
• SPED 89 3 - Accommodations, Modificat ions, and Interventions for Exceptional 

Learners: A leader s Role 3 Credit(s). * 
• SPED 894 - Collabor ative Leader ship to Support Except ional Education 3 Credit(s). " 

• SPED 895 - l eader ship in Encouraging Creative and Critical Th inking Learn ing 

Environments 3 Credit(s). * 
• EDLD 820 - Legal Issues and Ethics in Educational Organ ization s 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 811 - Educational Management 3 Cr ed it(s). 

• EDLD 812 - Supervi sion in Educational Settings 3 Cr edit(s). 

• EDLD 821 - Politics and Comm unity Relations 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 822 - Policy Development and Analysis 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 823 - Fiduciary Management of Educat ional Organizations 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 840 - Change Theory 3 Credi t(s). 

• EDLD 841 - Organizat ional Development for Learning Communit ies 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 842 - Culture, Climate and Change Leadership 3 Credi t(s). 

• EDLD 843 - School District Centr al Office Administration: Organization, Structure 

and Function 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 847 - Philo sophy of Educational Leadership Sem inar 3 Credit(s). 

• EDLD 848 - Race, Class , and Gender Issues in K- 12 Education 3 Credit (s). 

• EDLD 871 - Special Topics in Instructional Leader ship 3 Cred i t (s). 

• EDLD 875 - Special Topics in Educat ional Lead ership and Management 3 Credit(s). 

* Required for students pur suing t his concentrat ion. 

Speci alization Coursewor k 

9 credit hou rs: 

• SPED 890 - Contemporary Issues in the Education of Except ional Learners 3 

Credit(s). 

• SPED 891 - Supervision of Educational Services for Exceptional Learners 3 Credit(s). 
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ConracrUs 

• SPED 892 - Social, Emotional, and Behavio ral Lead er ship Supp ort for Exceptional 

Learners 3 C re d it(s). 

Qualifying Paper 

A qualifying paper cons isti ng of a comprehensive review of the literature on a topic selecced is 

required in place of the t radition al comprehensive examinat ion . The stud ent must successfu lly 

defend a qual ifying paper to be admitted to candidacy. 

Dissertation Director and Comn1ittee 

After successful complet ion of the qualifying paper, the student shall select a Dissertat ion Chair 

wil l ing to se rve on behalf of the student and the Department. In consultat ion with said 

Dissertat ion Chair, a Dissertat ion Committee must be constitu ted of at least three members of t he 

Graduate Facu lty, with at least one member from the col laborating university (Southeastern 

Louisiana University). The Dissertation Comm ittee must be headed by a member of the Graduate 

Faculty of the Department o r an approved other mem ber of the Gradu ate Faculty. 

Dissertation Proposal 

T he student must present and defend at a public hear ing a dissertation proposal acceptable to the 

Dissertation Committee and the Graduate Faculty of the department. After acceptance of a 

d issertation proposal, the student must remain continuously enrolled for d issertat ion credit 
(excluding summers) unti l the d issertat ion is accepted. 

Disserta tion Defens e 

After t he dissertat ion is completed to the satisfact ion of t he Dissertation Chair, it is to be 

p resented in its com pleted form to the other members of the Dissertation Committee (inc lud ing 
the external rev iewer). 

Final Submission 

After t he student has completed the o ral d efense of the d issertation, the student must f ile such 

copies as t he Department and / or Graduate School may require (including electronic versions) and 
must submit the Abst ract of t he work in an acceptab le form for publication in Dissertation 
Abstracts. 

¢ Retu rn to: College of Educat ion Depart ment s, School and Degree Prog rams 
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